
 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE      November 19, 2019  

LDAS HONOURS SEVEN SUDBURIANS AT THEIR 4TH ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER 

 
(from left to right) Dr. Kevin McCormick, President and Vice-Chancellor of Huntington University, Chief 

Paul Pedersen, winner of the LDAS Outstanding Leadership Award and Mary-Liz Warwick, Chair of the 

LDAS Board of Directors.  

 
(Sudbury, ON) – The Learning Disabilities Association of Sudbury (LDAS) hosted their 4th Annual 

Awards Dinner at the Holiday Inn on November 12th, 2019. With more than 120 people in attendance, the 

fundraising dinner recognized individuals and community partners that have contributed to the successful 

and continuous growth of the organization. The non-profit organization formed in 2003 when a small 

group of passionate parents set up an organization that supported children with learning disabilities and 

their families. 

 

“As an organization, we believe that education is a shared commitment between dedicated teachers, 

motivated students and caring parents. As a non-profit organization, we also rely on our volunteers, 

community partners, donors and funders,” said Mary-Liz Warwick, Chair of the LDAS Board of 

Directors. “This Awards Dinner is meant to celebrate all those that have greatly contributed to the 

learning disabilities community.” 

 

The LDAS Award recipients were: 

 

Teresa Aiello - Outstanding Student Award 

This award recognizes a student who has been successful despite having been identified with a learning 

disability (LD). Teresa Aiello has used her strengths and developed strategies to overcome the challenges 

of an LD. She is a mentor to many within the LD community and beyond.   



Sheri Windsor - Ron Lessard Outstanding Parent Award 

Sheri Windsor was recognized because she is always seeking any knowledge that may help with her 

child’s success. Sheri has become a great advocate for her daughter and encourages other parents to seek 

out opportunities to help their own children.  

 

Elizabeth Brett-Dickie – Outstanding Volunteer Award 

The engagement of volunteers ensures a more accessible world for our students with learning disabilities. 

The LDAS Outstanding Volunteer Award was awarded to Elizabeth Brett-Dickie for providing 

committed and dedicated service to the LD community. 

 

Laurie Portelance - Outstanding Educator Award (RBSB) 

The LDAS Outstanding Educator Award recognizes an exceptional educator within the Rainbow District 

School Board. Laurie Portelance has always gone above and beyond to ensure that students with learning 

disabilities are successful.  

 

Sarah Pappin - Outstanding Educator Award (SCDSB) 

The LDAS Outstanding Educator Award recognizes an exceptional educator within the Sudbury Catholic 

District School Board. Sarah Pappin consistently supports, encourages, and advocates for the success of 

students with learning disabilities. 

 

Huntington University – Corporate Contribution Award 

Huntington University has supported LDAS in many ways over the years. Whether it is sponsoring our 

events, providing donated office space or hosting meetings and workshops, Huntington University has 

become a valued partner of the organization. Huntington also offers two $500 scholarships each year to 

students who have been identified with a learning disability and are transitioning into post-secondary.  

 

Chief Paul Pedersen - Outstanding Leadership Award 

The LDAS Outstanding Leadership Award recognizes an individual who has focused on providing 

support to students with learning disabilities. Chief Pedersen has shown strong leadership and guidance to 

disability service providers in our community. This is evidenced by the generous grant provided to our 

organization from the Chief’s Youth Initiative Donation Reserve Fund. The Chief believes that the 

success of students with learning disabilities is critical for healthy and prosperous communities now and 

in the future. 

 

By hosting this event, The Learning Disabilities Association of Sudbury was able to raise awareness and 

honor those who have contributed to the learning disabilities community. All of the proceeds from this 

event will go toward the LDAS We Are Not Alone campaign. This campaign helps fund a parent support 

program, produce parent resources and develop workshops. If you would like to lend your support to the 

We Are Not Alone campaign, please visit www.truenorthstrong.ca. 
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